PUMPKIN LONG DAY CARE CENTRE

7 O’Connell Avenue
Matraville 2036

Phone: 02 9311 0044 & 9661 9521

Management@pumpkinldcc.com.au

Newsletter - July 2014

Centre News

The weather has cerfainlg cooled down over the pasf few
weeks. Winter is definifely here! Families p/ease remember
that if your child is sick, H)ey shouldn't be coming fo the
centre. This is to ensure that everyone is kepf healfhy this

Winter season.

We made chicken Jum’n/ings for our coo/eing ex’nerience this
month. Ms Sabina fook the children to Pic’e the herbs and
uegefable from our garden, we then mixed them with chicken
mince. Next we wra’nped them with the dump/ing skins. The
making

children rea/ly ery‘oyed and eafing them! :)

Thank you to all the parenfs that have come to our
Parenf—feacher imleruiew, we are sfriuing fo work *ogeH)er

for the children's education and we”being. Please feel free to

see the educator of your childs room if you want to

diSCMSS more abouf your Child Progress from now llO H)e enaf

of this year.

Staff News

Miss Alessandra will be back from her annual leave on the
OL" August 201k

We have Ms Chunli J’oining us as one of the educafors in
the Clownfish room.
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July Calender of Events

06- I3/O7/I‘l- - NAIDOC Week - Honouring our
Elders, Nurfuring our Y outh

/3" — Sunday - Asaha Puja Day - Buddhist - Buddha's

ff"S?l sermon.

13"~ I5/07/1 - Obon - Shinfo - Buddhist

Tradhlion, Buddhist visit cemeteries to make offerings fo
Jeparfed family members. Obon celebrates the reunion of
family ancesfors with the /iuing.

|7 - Thursday - Coolzing Experience - Making chicken
Sﬂlad.
72 {

25% . Friday —  Schools Tree Dag.

27" - Sunday —  Eid=UI-Fitr C(lslamic Tradition, this
day marks t‘he end of Ramadan. Par\‘icipanfs feast and _qiue
giﬁs).

29" - 311071k - Eid al Fitr - Islam - The sweet
Fesfiual.

l‘VlaIcing dumplings \
the Jellyfish room.

Playing the ball wifh
Miss Juliet.

=

Outdoor Play.




News from Starfish Room

This month we want fo wish a biﬂ happy birH)day fo
Raditya (17") and Aleyna (29") who both turned four!

We GISO wam‘ llO we/come our newesf members 7‘0 H)C

Starfish room, Lagi, Chrisfopher and Caleb.
A” H)ings Frozen (H)e mouie) inspired have dominated the

room this month. There have been many dramatic p/ay
games inuoluing Queen Elsa and Princess Ana, “Let it go”
and Do Yyou want to build a snowman™ has been sung
numerous fimes and the Frozen/winter ins’nired acfiuify ideas
keep on growing.’ To extend on this theme during the month
the children have had an op’norfunify fo build their own
snowman and make their own snowflakes. From here the
children are excited to start ex’nloring winter animals, winter

c/oH)es aml p/aces where i{ snows.

AnoH)er inferest for the children this month has been fairy

fales, in ’parficu/ar prince and Princess fairy tale stories.
This interest has grown from Jasmin bringing in a princess
sfory to share with the class last month. Bui’ding on from

this inferesf, the children have engaged in a wide range of

fairy fale stories including; “Jack and the Bean Stalk’, “Puss
in Boots’, “Cinderella”, “S/eeping Beaufy", “Goldilocks and the
Three Bears, and “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs .
Emi/y W. Kailea, Chloe, Ruby and Olivia ery‘oyed drawing a
picfure fo represenf their own fairy fale. The girls fook
turns to dictate their swlory to Ms Juliet, who recorded it
for them on the com’pufer. Each of their stories is now on
dis'p/ay in the classroom. Next the Starfish children all
hellped fo create a class fairy fale about a ,princess mermaid
and a frog prince. Ms Juliet has recorded the children s
sfory, and the next sfep is for the children to draw
Picfures fo accompany the sfory. Keep an eye out for our

comp/e*ed fairy fale dis’played in class!
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Our garden confinues to be an ongoing inferest with the
children. The Starfish has started fo see more of our
p/anfs growing and changing, inc/uding seeing some new
fomatoes growing. The children still ery‘oy he/’ping the
educators fo tend to the garden, and everyone is fa/eing
turns to water the p/anfs. Shawn  has reporfed seeing  some
caferlni//ar eqgs in one of the garden beds. Shawn is /eee,ning
an eye on the eq9s and is ready fo fell euerybody when
H)ey hatch! This month, Ms E”g broughf info class, the
small Jaime Oliver greenhouse for the children to build and
care for. Mia, Kailea, Joshua, Clarice, Sarah, and Jasmine
helped Ms Juliet to planf the seeds in the soil and water
the garden. The Starfish have been /eee’ping a close eye on

Hre seeds and were Hmri//ed 7l0 see H;e Garden Cress SP"OM*.I

This month in Letter Land the children have ex’n/ored letters
J. and K. The two characters for this month were
Jumping Jim and Kicleing King. While exploring the letter J
the children ery’oyed Pracficing their jumping fo the J
sound, maleing a jung/e for Jim and ma/eing jef p/anes. The
most excifing H)ing for the letter J was geHing fo taste J
foods; J‘am, J'e”y and J‘uice. For the letter K the children
pracficed Iaic/eing fo the K sound, ma/eing kites and drawing
kifchens. The children are going /eaps and bounds with their
letter recognifion.’ Those who are going fo school next year

are cerfainly ready 1‘0 gOI

Finishing off this monH), the children were offered the

opporfunify fo join in with a coolzing ex’perience.’ The
children made chicken dumlp/ings using ingrediem‘s found in
our very own Pump/ein garden. The children love being giuen
the opportunity fo help prepare the food they eat. and they
always ery’oy seeing what the garden ,nrouides.

Please remember families that we a/ways welcome any
suggesfions for aclivities or fo,nics to ex’p/ore. We also

encourage all families to laeep us updafed with what you gef

\
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up fo on the weekends, or any special events the family
celebrate. Fami/y inpuf forms are available next to the sign
in sheets where you can record your latest adventure. It

doesn’* maHer l)OW blﬂ or sma/l H)e euem‘ was, we wam‘

to hear about it!

A final reminder; news time will sfop for the two weeks
of the school holidays. Next terms news fopics have been
emailed fo everyone, but hard copies are also available from
the Starfish educators. We encourage every child to be
involved in our news fime as it is a greaf way fo share

and celebrate our differences!

Wishing you all the best! Unfil next month!
The Starfish Educators.

News from Lionfish Room

What a busy month we ve had in the Lionfish room!

To start the month our fopic was Winter and this started
the children fa//eing about what we wear in Winter and the
weather. An inferest started about rainbows when some of
the children said H)ey saw a rainbow after the rain. We

made our own rainbows using co/oured sand and glue.’

Our wlo’pic about 'My Sporf, led to a discussion about
heath em‘ing and exercise. We ’painfed hea/H)y food and
made p/afes co//ages of hea/H)y food and sometimes food.

OMI" News fOPiC ﬂbOUf ‘When I grow UP’ sfarfed an

inferest in dancing and music. Some of the children even

broughf in their favourite CDs to share with their friends.

Throughouf H)e monH) we haue been focussing on H)e IeHers
G to K in Leterland, we look at the letters and the
sounds fhey ma/ee.

® We have to pw‘

Hmn umler '"M sun".

Greenhouse in the

Lionﬁs room.




We have also been Pracfising our name wrifing skills using
stencils. The children can trace their name and pracfise

letter and number wrifing.

We have also been fa//eing about our Environment! We set
up a Greenhouse and the children helped fo 'nlam‘ the seeds.

They have been Iooleing after the plamls, wafering them and
wafching them grow.

We talked about spiders when Ms E”_q found a s’nider in

our 5arden, and even made our own s’niders.’

We also looked at dinosaurs when Fox and Fleue told us
Hley'd visited the museum and seem them there!.

Happy Birfhday to Xavier who celebrated his birfhday this
month!

Until next month!
Lionfish educators.

News from Jellyfish Room

Ha’ppy 3”’ birfhday to Xavier Truskett and Roman! And a
bi_q welcome to Heloise, Emilia and Malakai!

As we were /earning about each other's favourite cIoH)es,

Shahin (Saifan’s mum) showed Miss Alessandra Saifan’s
favourite outfit, his ‘Pary'abi'. It is his traditional Ban_qla
outfit. We learnt that he wears it for specia/ occasions,
such as weddin_qs (Holud), Bengali New Year, and festivals
such as Eid and Pohala Boishak. He broughf it in for us
fo see. Wow, we loved it! It is so different and it feels

so0 si”ey.’ The children took turns feeling the nice material.

It is so much fun fo learn about different cultures!

It rained in the first week of June, 50 we gof fo use our

Greenhouse in the

Lionfis room.

mcﬁc jam. |
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rain water buckets. It was a lot of fun to recyc/e the rain
water info our gardens and plamls. With all the rain we
managed fo /eee,p active indoors by exercising with Munch n’
Move. When the sun fina”y came out children were all

excited to do some outdoor activities.

Also this month we learnt and shared some of our friends
favourite food. Paul likes red 'a’nlnle’ and Ariella likes all

kinds of food. but her favourites are broccoli and ice—

cream. We discussed hea/fhy em‘ing and said that foods like

ﬂPIDIGS and broccoli are gOOd fOOdS 7‘0 eaf and Hmf H)ey are | .-

also qood for our feeth. We further discussed the
"somefimes  and ‘eueryday’ food. We cmlegorised the foods by

when we should be eafing them and when we shouldn't i.e

ice cream s only for dessert.

Ethan excifedly showed Miss Alessandra his paper Plane and
demonstrated how it flies. Some children said ‘wow so we
H)oughf we should make our own version of a paper ’nlanes
for the other kids. We looked it up on infernet how to
make paper In/ain it was very easy. The boys tried to
follow the instruction 'H)ey were very good.’

Audrey brougln‘ in a card her sister Yezka made for her
because she's been sick. It had a shape on it Audreg said
‘it's a heart’, Sailosi said = “a star'. He then asked “can
we sing twinkle twinkle ? To extend the shape inferest we
decided to make a big shiny star with lots of inHers.

Mid June we started a new fopic 'my colour . It was very
inferesfing finding out each and every child s favourite
colours. Hauing discovered the colour that Hleg like the best
we made our own rainbow painfing. The children and |
decided that each day we would chose a different colour
until we finish all the seven colours of the rainbow. To
some children /earning about new colours and infroducing it

fo them was fun!

Children gof to experience ma/eing Jum’n/ings. They dis'n/ayed
greaf enthusiasm by Jemonsfrmling their skill in handling the
utensil when ,picleing up the ingredienfs. Later on that day

haring our fopic T
with Ms Maglma.

te B
your fopic

with Ms Traceg.

Malting our rainbow

in the Jellgfish room.

Y .

“Look af my paper
plane'.




H)ey gof fo taste their yummy dump/ings.’

Thank you fo all the families who have been refurning the
fo’nic sheets! We are currenHy hauing a break from the

Topics due to the school holidags. The next Topic is Mg

name, starting on the |4" of July. Please do not forgel
fo hand in your inpuf.

Unfil next monH),
Jellyfish Educators

News from Clownfish Room

With  the ’passing of another month in our Babies Room,

our babies and ftoddlers confinue to amaze us with their
unsfoppab/e growfh and deue/olnmenf. We  know that your

child will grow and learn more in their first |2 months

than af any other fime in their life. With this in mind, ‘

we are confinua”g obseruing your child in order to build on
their inferesfs, abilifies, culture  and Preuious Iearning
experiences to extend their Hlin/eing, /earning and deue/opmenf

with ongoing new aclivities and cha”enges.

We  have warm/g welcomed a  number of new families
uishling the babies room regu/ar/y and spending fime with
their babies so that their new environment can become one
where the babies will feel safe, secure, settled and nurtured.
We rea”y appreciafe the time you s’nend oriem‘m‘ing your
child. This is so im’porfanf for your child to be hap,py.

We welcomed Ms Chunli as our new educator in the

Clownfish room. She will be with us on Mondays and ‘  ’
Tuesdays. Regarding this if you have any quesfions p/ease )

fee/ free IlO asle Hne oH)er educafors m‘ H)e C/owm(ish room.

Throughouf the month we will be focusing on some s,necific
self—help skills including feeding themselves and drinleing from
a cup. Some of the older babies have been insisfing on

doing some of these H)ings for themselves. These skills also

room.

""A = S
Making the caferpi//ars.
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help the babies deue/op a sense of independence and
Self—confidence. We have been very busg ufilising our gross
motor skills. Most of the babies are becoming very
inde’nendenf crawling, pu”ing themselves up and even wa”zing.
We are sfarfing fo p/ay outside this he/’ns fo deuelo’n their
muscle control, balance and co—ordination. They gef s0
excited when we g0 outside and we a/wags make sure we
are being sun safel Throughouf the month the babies will be
encouraged fo Parficipafe in group activities on the mat such
as -reading and Ioo/eing at our animal books and ’n/aying
with a uariefg of wooden and p/asfic bui/ding blocks. This
skill area enhances the babies’ social & emotional deuelo’nmeml
while giuing them o’nporwlunifies to further deue/op their

relafionshi’ps with carers and their peers.

We are now half way H)rough the Year and the weather is
so cold and wet, which limits our outdoor p/ay. To meet
the needs of children's we//being, we incorporafe out—door
experiences in—doors, i.e soft ball and tunnel; this is also
giuing children the choice fto parficipafe and modifging the
environment to meet the inferests of children’s ’p/ag. We
encourage children to parficipafe in aclivities such as; malaing
insects like Lady Bugs, and butterflies, painfing, drawing,
singing and dancing, b/owing bubbles and reading stories.
With staff siHing at children’s level and inuo/uing them in
an acfiuify, this makes a huge difference to the noise level
and calmness of the room. Children become more settled as
H)ey are focused on these fun and Iearning ex’periences with

H)e educmlors.

NOTE
If your child does gef sick P/ease remember to Izeep them af

home until H)ey are better. This helps fo sfop cross
contamination and other children geHing sick as well as helps

your child recover quicle,
REMINDER

Please name all your child s belonging— dummies, comforfers,
shoes, soc/es, jumpers, f—shirfs, J'acleefs and hats. If you do
not name them there is a chance that H)ey will gef lost or

.
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misp/aced .

We aln,nreciafe the families who a/ready gave the fami/y
phofos, and we /oo/eing forward to gef more in’nuf from the
other fami/ies, as next month we are concenfrafing on fami’y

tree. Once again thank you to all the families for faking
time to read fthis.

Kind Regards Clowm(ish Educafors.
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