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05th June 2017
Dear Parent/Guardian,
We advise that due to increasing wages, expenses and CCB, there will be an increase in fees effective from Monday, the 03rd of July 2017.
Fee Increase
The fees listed below are our new daily fees commencing from Monday, the 03rd of July 2017.  Accounts that are not on direct debit will continue to be charged $3.- extra per day on the top of the fee, so please complete an EziDebit form if you have not already done so.
Please note that the two weeks deposit/upfront from your account will be adjusted as well with the new fees. We will adjust your account two weeks prior to the fee increase.
	Room
	Fee – Direct Debit
	Fee – No Direct Debit

	Clownfish (Nursery)
	$128.-
	$131.-

	Jellyfish & Sunfish (Toddlers)
	$118.-
	$121.-

	Lionfish & Starfish (Preschool)
	$108.-
	$111.-


Weekly discounts also apply ($1.- discount for full time).

I would also like to remind parents to check their eligibility for Child Care Rebate. Please visit www.mychild.gov.au/rebate.htm for information. 

We thank you for your ongoing support and trust that your time with us will continue to be rewarding for your child/children.

Yours Sincerely

Elly Tjanterik
Centre Manager
Australia’s Childcare rebate system is about to change
In July 2018, the Australian Government will introduce a new childcare subsidy regime, knows as the Jobs for Families (JfF) package. The new system will roll the Child Care Benefit (CCB) and Child Care Rebate (CCR) into one payment, called the Child Care Subsidy (CCS).
The JfF package will offer increased financial support to many Australian working families using Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) services – that is, long day care, family day care and kindergarten programs.

The ECEC sector will need to prepare for the transition period. Service providers will be challenged with a new set of processes and government software, while families will also need to understand how the new package will affect their rebates.

What are the key changes for ECEC service providers?

At this stage, we know that the JfF package will bring about the following changes for ECEC service providers. The JfF package will:

· Replace the CCB and CCR with one payment, known as the CCS
· Change the current approval process for ECEC services and introduce requirements that more clearly focus on the approval of providers to administer subsidies in respect of the services they operate. This aligns more closely with the approach taken in the Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010, and National Quality Framework requirements 
· Introduce a series of new obligations on services for a strengthened compliance framework with the Family Assistance Law
· Introduce a new IT system that will support the major changes to the childcare system and will positively impact childcare services, families and all levels of government with streamlined processes, a reduced administrative and regulatory burden, and an increased information sharing.
What are the key changes for families?

At this stage, we know that the JfF package will bring about the following changes for families. The package will:
· Introduce a new means-tested CCS, to replace the former CCB and CCR. The means test will take into account the combined family income, as well as an ‘activity test’, which assesses the number of combined hours that parents are in work, training, study or other recognised activity undertaken per fortnight
· Provide increased financial support to many working families where both parents meet the activity test with children in ECEC services
When the Child Care Subsidy commences in July 2018, it will:

· replace the Child Care Benefit (CCB) and Child Care Rebate (CCR) with a single, means‑tested subsidy

· be paid directly to service providers to be passed on to families

· be simpler than the current multi-payment system

· be better targeted and provide more assistance to low and middle income families.

To make it easy for families and carers to calculate their entitlement to the Child Care Subsidy, a Family Child Care Subsidy Estimator is now available. The estimator is user-friendly, only takes a few minutes to fill out and will give parents an idea about how much subsidy they might receive.

Families earning $65,710^ or less will receive a subsidy of 85 per cent of the actual fee charged (up to 85 per cent of an hourly fee cap). For family incomes above $65,710^, the subsidy tapers down to 20 per cent when family income reaches $340,000^. For families with incomes of $350,000^ or more, the subsidy is zero per cent.

	Combined Family Income
	Subsidy per cent of the actual fee charged (up to relevant percentage of the hourly fee cap)

	Up to $65,710^
	85 per cent

	More than $65,710^ to below $170,710^
	Tapering to 50 per cent*

	$170,710^ to below $250,000^
	50 per cent

	$250,000^ to below $340,000^
	Tapering to 20 per cent*

	$340,000^ to below $350,000^
	20 per cent

	$350,000^ or more
	0 per cent


*Subsidy tapers down by 1 per cent for each $3000 of family income.

When the subsidy commences the hourly fee caps will be:

	Service type
	Maximum hourly fee cap

	Centre Based Long Day Care
	$11.55^

	Family Day Care
	$10.70^

	Outside School Hours Care
	$10.10^


^ Note: These provisions of the Package will be increased by CPI for implementation in July 2018.
For families earning more than $185,710^, an annual subsidy cap of $10,000^ per child will apply.

Activity test
Family entitlement to the Child Care Subsidy will be determined by a three-step activity test, more closely aligning the hours of subsidised care with the combined hours of work, training, study or other recognised activity undertaken, and providing for up to 100 hours of subsidy per fortnight.

	Step
	Hours of activity (per fortnight)
	Maximum number of hours of subsidy (per fortnight)

	1
	8 hours to 16 hours
	36 hours

	2
	More than 16 hours to 48 hours
	72 hours

	3
	More than 48 hours
	100 hours


A broad range of activities will meet the activity test requirements including: paid work; being self‑employed; doing unpaid work in a family business; looking for work; volunteering or studying. There will be exemptions to the activity test for parents who legitimately cannot meet the activity requirements.

Low income families on $65,710^ or less a year who do not meet the activity test will be able to access 24 hours of subsidised care per fortnight without having to meet the activity test, as part of the Child Care Safety Net.

For the first time, families who currently use Budget Based Funded services will be eligible for child care fee assistance.

For more information about the Jobs for Families package, visit the federal government’s Department of Education website at www. Education.gov.au/jobsforfamilies.
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