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Newsletter - March 2015

Cenfre N ews

Easter is almost here, this year we are going fo have our Easter Bonnet

Parade on Thurday. OZM’ Apri’. Parents are to help their children 1o
make an "Easter Bonnet”. The children will paraa/e their hats this Thursdag

and we will do the e9q hum‘ing as wel/@

Our centre will be closed from 03 rd Apri’. Fridag and we will reopen on
Tuesday, O7" April. Happy Easter everyonel

Sustainable Praclice

We p/amled some fomafo seeds in our garden, IOOk ﬂ)l H)em now.’ We can

PIC’? some fomafoes IlO make a gummg Sdlﬂd.

"~ Tomato Plant
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Look at our Mango P/anf, it has grown so fa//, cant wait for the fruits
now. We have three Mango Plants at Pump/ein, Hwey all are growing 50

well.

Our Mango Pl

On Sunday. the OI" of March 2015. we celebrated Clean Up Australa
Day. Ms Cory showed the Starfish children how to celebrate day. the
children watched some videos from compufer.

Summer: “The koalas 'pic/eing up the bottle..”

Yana: “And the /eangaroo foo. He Pic/es up the can.

Cory: “That's riglnl. Clean Up Australia Day is when we he/’p each other
fo clean our environments, for examp/e pick up rubbish that we can see

when we 'Dlﬂy ml fhe Parle or af fhe beach.

Staff News

® MS leplm WI” be away from Hbe O7 07( A "Il and she WI” be back {0
WO"’Z on Monday I3 API"II 20/5

® MS Maylene WI” be awa from H’le ng 07[ AP"II and she Wl” be bﬂCk ’I'O
work on Wednesday, 15" of April 2015

L4 MS Cher_(jl WI” be away from H)e IO 07[ AP"II and she WII/ be bac’e on
Monday. OL" of May 2015.
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News Topic at Pumpkin
The Pum’p/ein children had such a wonderful time with the News fopics in
201k that we have brouglnl it back with a lot more, u’pdafed folm'cs for
the children to talk about. Each wee/e/y/forfnighf/y fopic relates to the new

Ear/g Years Learm’ng Framewor/e’s fiue OU*COMES. These inc/ua'e:

| . Children have a sfrong sense of idenfify
2. Children are connected with and contribute to their world

3. Chi
k. Chi

5 ; Chi dren are effecfiue communicafors

|
ldren have a sfrong sense of we”—being

ldren are confident and involved learners

|

By inuo/uing these oufcomes, the children’s /earning is supporfed and enhanced

confinuous/y as chi/dren /earn 1[0 communicm‘e prolper/g, and respecf one

anoH)er, which u/fimafe/y suplnorfs a child's transifion info school.

In the Je//yﬁsh, Lionfish and Starfish room, the children will brieﬂy fell
their news, and describe their Iphofo or drawing, and then choose a friend
fo ask a quesfion using our cluesfion sighf words - Who? When? Wi] 7
Which? Where? How? What7? Fo”owing this, the children will receive

posifiue feedback regarding their news ’presemlafion.

News time was first initiated after a Pareml suggesfion was made in our
first Iparem‘ meefing back in February 201 1. The_(] asked that we include
a more structured school readiness program in the Starfish room that would
further stimulate the older pre—schoo/ers. From last year, we started fo

infroduce the News fopic in every room and Hve_(j have shown to be most
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successful in guiding children's /earning by cha//enging them to think more for

H)emse/ues, as well as bui/a'ing each child's confidence and self—esteem.

Please bring your News in a piece of paper nof boo/e, S0 we can disp/ay

them in our room.

We look forward to another year ahead of fun fimes /earm'ng about your
child and their fami/y /ife, imleresfs, and adventures fogeH)er as a group.l

If you have any concerns or suggesfions, p/ease do not hesitate o ask.

Pumplzin Educators

April 2015 Calendar of Events

OZ"J - Thursday - Mabhavir Jayanfi - Jain, celebrates the birth of
Mahavira.

OZ"'I - Thursday = EﬂSh" BOﬂﬂd paradc aml ng hunfing.

03" - Friday — Good Friday - Centre closed — Christian tradition. this
day remembers the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus Christ.

oL - Safurday - Easter Safurday )

05% - Sumlay - Easfer Sum‘ay - Christian fradhlion, Easter commemorates
the resurrection ( refurn to /ife) of Jesus Christ fo//owing his death by

crucifixi on.
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05" - Sunday - Orthodox Easter.

06" - Monday - Easter Monday - Centre closed.

CIOW"'ﬁSh N ews

In February, a'uring indoor and outdoor p/ay, the Clownfish children exp/orea'
more on creafiuify and built re/afionship with their friends and environment.
The children shared and worked fogefher in their ’play fime, Mason s
Passing the Lego block fo Noah so he can build up his tower.

2015/03/23 01:53:43

From Mason's ’parem‘ in’puf, we found that
he likes bubble so much. So we have been

b/owing and p/aying with lots of bubbles in
the Clownfish room.

News fapic 5 - friends.....

Archer, William, Muhid, Mason, Mia,
Annabelle broughf in their News about their
friends. They all er!joyed hauing the
playdafes with their friends, such as going ’ ¢
fo the par/e fogeH)er, swimming and other . mm;m ®.

acfiuifies, H;ey also love their friends af
Pumpkin@
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Calendar of the month.....
St Patrick’s Day, Sea Week and Easter
The Clownfish children did lots of painting to celebrate these special days.

News t‘opic - Ho/idag

Annabe”e, Lara, Amelia and Mubhid brouglnl in their News about their
ho/idays. They all loved going to the beach and Amelia saw the whale for

the first fime@ We read the book about the whale fogefher, we also sang
the sea animal song with Ms E//y...
A Je”_ljfish....a Je//yfish.... S/iding H)rough the water. ...

A Jellyfish.....a Jelyfish. .. Oh....Oh
H’S gml eafen by .......

To extend children's interest Miss Criselda showed the sea animals foy and
she talked about different kind of animals that live in the sea.
We also made our own Je//yfish usin_q our fin_qer fi'ns with the blue painf.

.
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News fopic—Ce/ebrafion

Anabe”e, Wi”iam, Nadal and Ame’ia broughf in their News about the
Celebration. They talked about ce/ebrafing Chrisfmas, Easfer, Australia Day
and BirHla'ays with their families and friend, Nadal went to watch the

firewor/es af Coogee ILO ce/ebrafe Chrisfmas.

The Clownfish children loved reaa'ing the
books, H)ey read the book every a'ay with
Ms Maya and Ms Chun. They loved the
"Mouse s Magic Paints” book, Anabelle and
William excifea'/y Poinfea' the mouse on the
picfure. William said: "Mouse.  We loved
our singing time as well, we sang "Head,
shoulder, knees and toes fogefher. Children
poinfea' their head, shoulder, knees and ftoes,
well done Clownfish!

Sea Week.....
March O1 =09 is Sea Week. We introduced sea

creatures fo the children so H)ey can understand
the ocean and its inhabitants. We ’puf water
inside a Plasfic container and puf some sea
creatures inside such as whale, fishes and sfingray.

The children ery‘oyed playing and fouching the

water with the sea animals.

7
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To extend on their /earning, Ms. Criselda
read them a book, ‘Discouering My
World, Life on a Coral Reef; the
children listened to the sfory and ery’oyea’
/ooleing at the colourful picfures as well.

Theg were able to ia'enfify different kinds

of animals that live around the reef such

as 'FiShZS and sharles.

Till next mom‘h,

CIOW"ﬁSh EdMCGfOFS
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Jellyfish News

Je//gfish March Newsletter: H“PP_‘I 3”{ birfhday to Xavier! And a biﬂ
welcome to Lucas, Eli and Minka!

2013/02/01 23:37:18

Ha’ppy Binlhday Xavier!

The fopic of Celebrations confinued this month. We exp/ored Koby’s,
George’s and Emilia’s favourite celebrations by fa//eing about Easfer,
Ha//oween Chr:sfmas blrfhdays and weddin_qs.

s
L)

2013/01/30 23:55:10

Emilia with her News in the Sunfish room, she was the Flower gir/ in her nanna's wea’ding.

All the children in the Sunfish room wanted to be the Flower gir/s as we”@

This month, we also discussed ho/idays and found out where our friends
have been for theirs and what fun H)ings H)ey exp/ored and discovered while
away. We talked about short ho/idays, such as Sueann spending a day at
the National Park and weekend ho/ia'ays, such as the one Peyfon had. After

/earning that Peyfon went to a farm, we had a /ouey discussion about




PUMPKIN LONG DAY CARE CENTRE

7 O’Connell Avenue & 286 Beauchamp Road
Matraville 2036

Phone: 02 9311 0044 & 9661 9521
Management@Pumpkinldcc.com.au

farm anima/s, vehicles and proa’uce. The children found out about Miss
A/essandra's short ho/iday and her Plane rides. That led to a discussion
about the different ways fo go on ho/ia'ags, such as by p/ane, car, boaf,

bus and ftrains.

An interest towards /earning letters continued this month. Theg children are
er_tjoying Iearning about the alphabef Hirou_qh the alphabef feaching sysfem
called Letterland. So far, fhey have learnt the inifial letters of their own
and their friends names. Theg are also geHing familiar with the action
song of each of those letters. They ery’oy wmlching a video of the
Letterland ’nicfogram characters. We have been focusing on Iearning the
sound that each letter makes H)rough the a/phabef songs and the video, such

as Annie App/e, she says ‘aA. As a group, we have been discussing the
different words that also start with each child's inifial letter to find a link

befween H)e soum/s each /eHer makes.

SRt ©
As our friends Conor and Peyfon celebrate St Patrick's Day, we celebrated

it here too by /earning about shamrocks and later paim‘ing our own.

Another fun celebration this month was our Harmony Day ce/ebmfion,

where the children decorated different coloured paper of human shapes in

whichever way Hvey felt like Peo’p/e should be represemlea'. I high/ighfed that
we are all different but that we all belong and should be respected.

10
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One day, Sebastian enfhusiasfica//y requesfed the book Cafer’pi”ar Dance. The

children liked naming the caferpi//ars’ colours and coum‘ing them as we read.
But the most excifing parf of the book was seeing them become butterflies.
We talked about caferpil/ars em‘ing leaves, bui/ding a cocoon around
themselves and coming out as a buHerﬂy. Then, we ftalked about butterflies
ﬂying around and /eauing eqqs on leaves, from which more caferpi”ars will
come oul. Later on, the children were very excited about our paim‘ing a
caferpi//ar acfiuify./ Fo”owing Alessandra’s samp/e, H)ey were encouraged fo
use circle sha'pes fo make their cafer’pi”ars. They did a _qreml Job!

We ended the month by /earning about one another’'s friends and focusing
on bein_(] kind to oHlers, sharing and fa/ein_c] turns. We discovered Hide and
seek H)rough our /earning and have been ery’oging p/aying it fogeH)er.

T hank you to all the families that have been confribufing fo the fo’pics./ It
has been so much fun geHing to know more about our friends Hvrough the

many fopics we have discussed so far. We are currenHy on the Friends

fopic. Please don't forgef to add your inPuH

Unfil next mom‘h,

Jellyfish  Educators

11
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Lionfish News

For Letterland this monfh, we have introduced the letter ‘c’, ‘d and ¢
We have met the characters Clever Caf, Dippy Duck and E(My Elephanf,

and read their stories. The children have ery’oyed engagin_q in the arts and

craffs ‘FO" each /eHer. The_lj made caferpi//ars 1(0" ‘C’, dinosaurs 1[0" a' and

easfer craffs 7[0!‘ ‘e’.

Mouing info Easfer, the children are geHing very excited for their visit
from the Easter bunng. We have been decorafing the room with our
Easter crafts. We have also made and decorated baskets for our €99 hunt

SOO".I

The children have been very good with our calendar this month. Each dag
we changec/ the day, date and had a weather person decide on our weather
forecast for the day. We also discussed the changing of the
months and  seasons, for examp/e, when we went from
February fo March we discussed the change of season from

summer fO aufumn. The chi/dren fa/kea' abouf hOW H)e ICGUCS

fa” O'F H)e frees in aufumn as H)e weaH)er gefs co/der.

This kind of /enow/ea'ge doesn't J’usf remain in the classroom H)ough. On ]

a'ay Sebastian  was p/aying outside when he found a leaf. He told Miss
Char/oHe, “This is an autumn leaf!” Miss Charlote asked why,

y <= and Sebastian exp/ained to her it's because it fell off the tree
onfo the groum/. Even Olivia brouglnl in an Autumn leaf o

show her friena's for news.

Miss Rebecca decided itd be a greaf idea to gef the Lionfish

to create their very own Aufumn tree arfworle, by paimling

using H)e Aufumn COIOM"S,‘ Red, Orange, Ye//ow and B"OW",

12
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some painfbrushes and paper. Some children needed some
help Paimling the ftree sfump and branches. Xavier was

cluife excifed to do an Autumn paim‘ing and was the first

to have a qo. With a litle quidance the children were = ~E
ab/e 1‘0 deplcf H!EH" ldea 07[ whaf an Aufumn free /OOkS /Ike am/ mcreased

H)elr aufonomy com(m'ence and mdependence

The news for this month has been extensive. The children bring in Hnings
to show and talk about every day.’ We have had to make a roster so
that we can ensure every child has their qo. Dominoes have

been a popu/ar fopic this  month. Sailosi broughf in  his
Dominoes that he had been co//ecfing. He said “l gof these

at the shop", then demonstrated to his friends how to line [&
them up. then knock them over.

This prom’m‘ed other children to talk about their a/ominoes, for examp/e;

Daleofa, Xauier, Olivia. .. Abigai/ was keen to show her Dominoes as well.
She showed everyone the characters on each of H)em, and talked about how

when  she buys groceries, she gew‘s them. Eueryone loved her dominoes. ..
Abi even showed us how she lines them up on the ftable and P/ays with
them. After news, a few of the children suggesfed P/aying with some

dominoes a'uring indoor ’n/ay.

To extend on the dominoes inferesf, the children p/ayea' with the Lionfish
dominoes. They were very excited for this after /isfening to Abi's news.

They lined them up. and Pushed them over like Abi had showed them.
Then H)ey began ma/eing litHle houses out of them. Verg creative Lionfish!

The children have parficu/ar/y ery‘oyed ’n/aying with the animal fo_(js indoors

this  month. They love ro/ep/aying with the different sea

creatures and fe//ing the teachers their names, as H)ey

13
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recognised them. They also mimic the farm animals noises when H)ey PI”_’f

with each other.
We celebrated "Sea Week this month by p/aying around with the ocean

animals and shells during indoor plag, reading boo/es, and arts n crafls.

M:s. Tracey sef up the paim‘ing acfiuify for the children to p/ay wifh, she

puf out some of the sea creature stickers for the children
fo stick on the paper. all children were very excited and
inferested with the stickers, Oliver said my  mum would
like my stickers, and Marco said my  mum would  be \;’

proud O'F me”.

After rest time on the | 7H), the children engagec/ in |
some arts and craffs to celebrate St Patricks day. Earlier on we ftalked a

/iH/e ﬂbObﬂl Hre day, and Wh‘l! some 01[ us are wearing green, S0 Hven we

H)oughf it would be a gooa/ idea fo make our own clovers. The children
did an excellent job, and almost everyone had a go!

The children gef very imaginafiue a'uring outdoor P/ay. One day, a few of
the boys were prefending to find ftreasure on a boat. When some of the
other children found out what Hley were P/aying, H)ey _joined it. Roman,

Da/eofa, Xauier, Sailosi and Sebastian were all prefending to be evil 'nirafes
and chased Olivia around the P/aygroum/. Olivia saia/, “ahhh, miss Charlotte!

The pirafes are going fo gef mel But Hvey wont catch me...”
B 1 e We also celebrated Harmong Day. We talked about how

— it's im’porfaml fo love one another and make them feel
: / specia/. Then we ftalked a little about who we love. °l
% love mum and dad and my sister!” Dakota said, | love
1 my little Pony" said Abigai/. Then Miss Charlotte read a
: I book, it was called “I'm fee/ing loved. After that, the
children asked for another book so Miss Charlotte talked a little about how

14
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/ouing peop/e and hauing Peop/e love us makes us feel h“PPfl' then we read
“When I'm fee/ing happy”.

Unfil next month!
Charlotte, Tracey. and Rebecca ©

Starfish Newsletter

Welcoming autumn. ..

There has been a lot of discussion on autumn amonqg the children at the
beginning of this month. During group discussions, Cory showed and read an
information book called Cool Autumn. We discovered that in autumn, the
leaves on the frees change colour. They furn  from green fo brown, red,
and gold. and then Hug Jrop from the frees.

Some children suggesfed fo painf their own autumn tree and decorate the
free with co”age materials, such as pipe cleaners, felt materials, cardboard

and  brown leaves. The children ’paimled and  shared  their  creafions

enfhusiasfical/y and were very Proud with their autumn free. ...
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Coum‘ing the autumn leaves...
Anofher /earning experience the children ery’oyed exploring was counfing the
autumn leaves. The children pracficed their counfing and number recognh‘ion

skills H)rough coum‘ing and sficking the autumn leaves on the paper-

To ’parfici'pafe in St Patrick’s Day that falls on Tuesday, | 7“' March
2015, the children and educators decided to do our own St Patrick's Dag
,mrade. We created and decorated green hat  that we puf on a'uring
parade. The children had a  wonderful fime Jam:ing, singing and p/aying

music instruments.
THANK YOU to the families for your contribution in our St Patrick’s
Day celebration] =D

16
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Harmony Day [

Another celebration that we did was Harmony a'ay that falls on Safurday,
ZISf March. Cory infroduced a  new song called Peop/e all around the
world where we learnt greeting words - how fto say Hello in different
’anguages. The children rea”y ery‘oyed sin_qing the song and /earning new
/anguages. We bowed our head and said Konnichiwa and Namaste, we

waved our hand and said Boryour, Ola, Ni Hoao, G'Day. Guten Tag,
Bula. ..

Exp/oring insects and bugs. .o
Over the 'pasf cou’p/e of wee/es, the children have been very inferested

/oo/eing at some insects and bugs we found in our gardm. The children
ery‘oyea' obseruing the bees ﬂging around the Dbasil p/anfs, the am‘s, spic/ers
and its web on the grapefruif tree and butterflies ﬂying around the garden.
During group fime, we looked at an information book called Blg Book of
Ausfralian Backgards. The children were very curious to learn lots of new

information on spiders, anfs, bees and butterflies.

Some  children requesfec/ to make their own insects so we decided to make

our own spider using €99 cardboard. We also created ants trail H)rough
painfing the ant with our finger... The children have also been Iearm‘ng fo

17
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JO 0”0—1‘0—0016 COI'"@SPOHJC”CC counfing H)rough coum‘ing ”M am‘s’ am]

spiders' /egs.

H has been a Uﬂ‘g busg MOH'H)S 'FO" Sfarﬁsh chi/dren as Hm'e were IO*S

of irn‘crcsfing and excih‘ng Iearm‘ngs happening H)roughow‘ the month....

Till next month... Cheers! =)

We can't believe we are approaching the end of March!

This month in Starfish room, the children are /earm'ng about changing
season - from summer fo autumn. They are also very interested in
exp/oring bugs and insects in our garden - ants, bees, Iadybugs, spiders,
and butterflies.

We also parw‘icipafed in several celebrations in the month of March - St
Patrick's Day on the 17" March and Harmony Day on the 21" March.

im‘cresfing and excifing Iearnings happcning fhroughouf the month. ...

Till next month... Cheersl =)
Till next Monfh,
SfarﬁSh Educa*ors.
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