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Newsletter - February 2015

Cenfre N¢WS
All children have been seH/ing very well at Pump/ein. We have started the

News fopic in every room. Children and families have been bringing lots of

inpuf from home to share with everyone here, thank you fo all the Parem‘s

and families that have been bringin_c] their news from home@

We sfarfec/ our Inrogram a/reaa/y in euery room and we a/so sfarfea/ fO

infroduce the Letterland in the Je//yﬁsh room.
The Je//gfish children ery‘og the reading from the Letterland boola, H)eg are

also /earm'ng all the alphabef songs from the cd.
Ariella said: “a is for a’n’p/e".

Pum/mé/ﬂ Educators.

Sustainable Practice

“Our worm farm is ready!” Ms E//y and the children took out the last
box of the worm farm and used this ferfilised soil in the garden. We

grew new seeds, some Cd"f'Oll'S, Pars/eg aml basi/. A/I H)e chi/(/ren were

surprised H)af H)e lﬂS)l bOX had no worm IGH MS E”y said: Thmls why
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we 'puf all the food in the first box, so all the worms will go up fo the
first box and eat all the food there©”

Staff News

Ms Criselda will be away from the /ZH' of March and she will be back on
Monday, 27" of April 2015.

Ms Alessandra will be away from the 16’% of March and she will be back on
Friday. 20" of March 2015.

Miss Catherine will be away from the 30“' of March and she will back on
Monday, 13" of April 2015.

Ms Leanne will be away from the OqH' of March and she will be back on
Tuesday, 07" of April 2015.

Parents Reminder

If you come before §.00 am or after 5.15 pm. plcase come in from 7
O Connell Avenue Matraville.
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A Nuf F ree Cem‘re

Pum’p/ein is a nut free cenfre, due to a number of children hauing high
risk a//ergies. If you want to bring your own food to Pump/ein, p/ease be
aware of peanuf butter, Nuttela sandwiches a/ong with cookies, biscuits,
muesli bars and other food producfs that contain nufs.

Thank you for your cooperafion, this is due to the safefy of other children
with high risk a//ergies.

Celebration of Achievement Charts from EYLF

This chart will be used for the duration of the childs care period, it
won't be finished by the end of every year (please find attached fhe
Celebration of Achievement Charts with this emai/).

Parents and families are welcome to fill in the chart for their children.

Some Learm’ng Outcomes may have occurred as the child may have started

af H)e cemlre af an o/der age. P/ease dO nof hesifm‘e 710 come 710 us 7[0!'

more information on these charfs@
Your children Porfo/ios are available in their room for uiewin_q af any

time.

How wrong b we ]e/ i#?7
The theorist Jean Piagef says everyone prejudges a situation by /in/eing it fo
their own pasf experiences. How wrong are our prgjua'gea' observations of

children?  Children sfrengH)s are a better way fo observe children.

Turn SfrengH)s info Observations

Let's fry someHving new and gef rid of ages and sfages based observations
that need to be locked away in secret folder. From now on, all
observations should be comlp/efed as a celebration of achievements and

children’s sfrengfhs.
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March 2015 Calendar of Events

le - Oqﬁ' - Seaweele — s about excifinﬁ and inspiring all New Zealanders

to renew their connections with the seal Nof jusf for children or those involved with

formal education - it's a time for all of us fo gef fo know our ocean, its

habitats, characteristics and inhabitants better.

02~ Monday - Clean up Australia Day

03" — Tuesday - Lantern Festival - Chinese Tradition.

05" - Thursday — Magha Puja Day - Buddhist tradtion - Full Moon Day.

ObH’ - 07]% - Holi - Hindu Traa'ifion. origina”g Holi was a festival to

commemorate good harvests. Peo’n/e painf each other with brighf colours and sp/ash

co/oured wafer.

I ZH’ - ISH’ - Wm”dP S Greafesf Shaue - Euery March thousands of

’neople shaw, colour and wax their hair to raise funds for the Leukaemia Foundation.

| 7% - Tuesc/ay - Shrove Tuesa'ay (Pancake Jay) - Christian Tradition,
day before lent begins.

/7”' — Tuesday - St Patrick’s Dag.

Come dressed in Green on, St Patrick's Dag is an annual observance that is popular
in Australia on March |7. This event serves as a fribute to Ireland and one of

its pafron sainfs, St Patrick.

I7H, —_ Tuesday - Moaha Shivaratri- Hindu Tradition, celebrates Lord Shiva's
marriage to Goddess Parvati. The festival is ’nrinci’pa//y celebrated by offerings of
Bael (Bi/ua) leaves to the Lord Shiua, all day fasfing and a nighf—/ong Uigil.
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I gﬁ' - Wednesday - Ash Wedncsday - Christian Tradifion, first day of Lenf.
Lent lasts for 40 days and involves fasfing and reflection.

2 Is* - Sm‘urday - Harmony Day, It's a day where all Australians celebrate
our cultural diuersify. The day is also the United Nation's International Dag for the

Elimination of Racial Discriminafion.

2‘:—"' - Tuesday - Grandpanm‘s Aflernoon Tea - Bring along your
grandparenfs for *eﬂ and Cﬂkes (0315 PM).

28"~ Saturday - Ram Navami-Hindu tradifion, celebrate the birth of Lord
Rama. The dag involves uish‘ing femples and fe”ing stories

CIOW”ﬁSh N ews

Time rea”y f/ies, another month has finished as well as the summer season.

During the month of February, we welcomed Mia, Celine and Daisy to our

room and Hvey are all seH/ing very well. On the other hana’, we said good
bye to Koby and Rohin that have moved tfo the Jellyfish room.

For the pasf few weeks, we have been receiuing more fami/y inpuf, thank
You to all the families that have been sharing these inpufs with us.
Through these inpufs, we were able to learn more about different cultures

and inferests and to incorporafe them info children's /earning and experiences.
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This moan, the children ery‘oyea' sfory fe//ing fimes. They especia//y liked a

book about animals. That book was a favourite for Minka, Muhid, William
and Koby. Archer, Muhid, Noah and Steven also loved book reading this
month.

Due to all the inferest in book reaa’ing, Miss Chun introduced numbers to

the children fhrough a numbers book. Anabelle ery’oyea’ /earm'ng about
numbers. She poim‘ed to the number one and saia', “One”. Well done!

Outdoor 'p/ay this month was a lot of fun. Loo/ein_q after our 'n/amls,
riding the seesaw and P/aying in the fort were favourites! The children jusf

/oue exp/oring H)eir oufdoor em/ironmeml.

According to the ’nareml’s inpuf that we have receiued, most of the children
love singing, dancing, 'n/aying outdoors as well as reading books and most of
them have pef dogs. To extend on the children's imleresfs, we ensure that

we a/ways include these in our group fime.

One day, when it was raining, we
sang ‘Rain, rain goes away’ and we
used each of the children's names in
our persona/ised version. They all

ery’oyed singing and dancin_q fogefher.’
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On Mondag, the 23,-4 of February, Miss Pimpini also continued to
infroduce numbers to the children H)rough reaa'ing the “Five Litte Puppies”

book and encouraqea’ them to engage in coum‘ing and number recognifion.

Anofher celebration this month was the Chinese New Year. The children
learnt that in the Chinese cu/fure, this year is the year of the goaf. Miss
Pimpini and the children Paimled red flowers to celebrate the New Y ear.

This month we also celebrated Valentine s Dag, Ms. Pimpini and the

Clownfish children made a red heart with the children’s picfure on it fo
giue out fo the Parenfs for Valentine's Day.

Another celebration this month was the Chinese New Year. The children
learnt that in the Chinese cu/fure, this year is the year of the gom‘. Miss
Pimpini and the children paimled red flowers to celebrate the New Y ear.

During one of our /oue/y book reaa’ing fimes, Miss Pimpini named picfures
to the children 1o encourage recognifion, such as a ba//, a buHerﬂy and a

bee. Later on, we extended the picfure recogm'fion /earning by ’nrouiding the
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children with paiml, so that Hvey could paim‘ whatever picfure H)ey wished.
They J'usf love paimling.’

As this month is Dental Health MonH), Miss Pimpim' introduced to the
children a video called “This is the way fo brush your feeH)”, and while

wafching Miss Pimpini encouragec/ the children to make the aclions of fteeth
brushing. The children watched with inferest.

After wafching the uideo, Miss Pimpim' invited the older ones to show the
group how Hney brush their teeth.

Till next monHv,

C/OW"ﬁSh Educafors
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Jellyfish News

A biﬂ welcome fo Rohin and Koby who have ftransitioned from the nursery
room this month! A/so, happy birfha'ay to Rohin!

The children celebrated the Chinese New Y ear bg /earning about gom‘s,

wafching the lion and dragon dances, ma/eing lanterns and goaf arfwor/e, and

/earning about traditional food and clothes. It was also a lot fun to later
discover how the children and families celebrated the New Y ear. They also
celebrated Valentine s Day by ma/eing cards and fa//ein_c] about their loved

ones. Exfem/ing on so much ce/ebrafing, we learnt more about each other’s

favourite and most imporfam‘ celebrations Hrrough our Celebrations /earning

sfory, such as birfhdays and St Patrick's Day.
The children P/amled carrot seeds with Miss E”y. They used the very

fertile soil from our worm farm, thanks to the worms! The children had
a look af Jusf how full of worms the fop lparf of the worm farm is. I
was so much fun geHing fo see if, as the children feed them their food

SCI"GPS dal/y We /oue our worm farm.’

We confinued to learn more about our friends H)rough our All about me

topic (started last month, on the 28"). We falked about Safirah. George,
Aiden, Peyfon, Stella and Max. Miss Alessandra ex’n/ained to the children

that Aiden’s fami/y is from the Phililplnines, _jusf like Miss Maylene. We
a/ready knew about George hauing a French Canadian bac/egrouna' and we

often celebrate it by singing gooa’ morning in French when we sing our
mulficultural Good morning song. Pe_(jfon loves seeing The Wigg/es. We
discovered that she sfill sings Jingle bells (from our Christmas concert)
around the house. Since she likes singing and the children gof excited when
hearing about The Wiggles, H)ey were asked if H)eg would like to sing a




PUMPKIN LONG DAY CARE CENTRE

7 O’Connell Avenue & 286 Beauchamp Road
Matraville 2036

Phone: 02 9311 0044 & 9661 9521
Management@Pumpkinldcc.com.au

Wigg/es’ song. They chose fo sing and dance to Rock a bye your bear’

as a gl"OMP.

After finding out that George had Brazilian friends visit him on one
weekend ( via the fami/y inpuf form), and show him videos of ftraditional

Brazilian dance. Miss Alessandra is also Brazilian and is assuming the
videos were of Samba dancin_q. Miss Alessandra reminded the children that
in Brazil, the /anguage Porfuguese is spo/een. The children know how to say
good morning in Porfuguese (Bom dia). as Hwey sing it as parf of our
mulficultural gooc/ morning song we sing offen. Becoming the intentional
feacher, Miss Alessandra showed the children a video of a biﬂ Brazilian
festival, called Carnaval, which included lots of Samba songs and dance, as

we// as COIOMI"'I[U/ cosfumes.

It was a lot of fun /earm'ng about each other's fami/y H)rough our My

fami/g fopic. We ftalked about and saw Phofos of Lona/on’s, Nadia's
Dauia"s, Aia’en’s, Arie”a’s, Peyfon’s, Conor's and Sueann's families.

Thank you to all the families who have respondea' to the Topics | and 2
emails. It was so much fun geHing to know our friends indiuidua//y leough
the All about me fo’nic and about their families Hvrough the My fami/y

fopic! We are currem‘/y on To’pic 3, Ce/ebrafions, until the 6“1 of March.
Please don't forgef to hand in/emai/ your inpuf.’

News fimes in the Sunfish room Singing at outdoor 'n/ay “Our worm box™

10
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Reading the book with Miss Stella Letterland's fime with Ms AIes@

Unfil next monHl,
Jellyfish Educators.

Lionfish News

What a busy month we have had in the Lionfish room!
All of our new children are seH/ing info the room rea”y well and geHing

to know our roufine.
February was Dental Awareness Month so we have been fa”eing fo the
children about /ooleing after our teeth and also hea/Hly eafing.

We have watched Educational videos demonsfrafing how fo clean our teeth
Proper/y and also about heamlg eafing. We have even been doing craft
activities about this fo’nic.

This month we also falked about Chinese New Y ear', which was the year

of the Goat. We ftalked about how Chinese people celebrate and even made
our own ﬁreworks a'isp/ay. We GISO maa'e 50“*5 using Paper ’n/afes, and

11
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lanterns to decorate our room. Thank you fo Abigai/'s mum for sending in

some phofos and information.

The Lionfish children love bringing in Hiings from home to show for News.
Please check your emails if you want to know what our News fopics is
for the week and fill out our ‘Fami/y /npuf’ form if you have done

somefhing on the weekend that you like to share with us. News fimes he/p
the children become confident when fa//eing in front of their friends.

We are also geHing very gooc/ at helping fo change our Calendar every
c/a_q, changing the c/ag, date, month, season and weather.

Qutside the children love wor/eing fogeHler to assemble the train track. They

then ’push the train tracks all around the track that somelimes strefches
righf across the yarc/./
They are also ery’oying ma/eing music with the musical instruments on the

maf under Hle free.

We have started our Letterland program, imlroducing the characters Annie
App/e, Bouncy Ben and Clever Cat. We have been ’nracficing wrifing our
/eHers, sounding them out and doing craft activities for each letter.

12
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We have also ery’oyea’ sharing books that some of the children have broughf

in from home. If your child has a favourite boo/e, ,n/ease bring it in so

fhey can share it with their friena's@

Till next monH),
Lionfish Educators.

Starfish Newsletter

What 4 lmsg month to start off the gear in the Sfarﬁ'sh room/!
Ear/y this monH), the children were showing greaf inferest in ex’n/oring the

train track during outdoor P/ay. We looked at an information book about
different fy’ne of ftrains during group time - steam frain, bullet frain, and

electric train. The children were very inferested about the steam train and

bullet train.

: : : T T T e
Catherine also infroduced different ey WS
type of transports to the children
and discussed whether they are on
land, in the sea or up in the sky.
We then made a table to classify
the mode of transport. They showed
understanding as they were able to
classify each transport and put them
on the appropriate column.
The children were also able to name
most of the fransportations...
Well done boys and girls! =)
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One of the high/iglnls was creafing trains using different shapes, such as
using recfan_q/e for the body of the ftrain, circle for the wheels and friang/e
for the fop Parf of the ftrain. The children helped each other in cremling
the train and exp/ained fo their friends the H)ings H)ey puf fo make their
train.

During outdoor ’p/ay, we also ln/ayea' a game “Let's go on a train ride
where the children held their friend's shoulder and we walked around the

P/ayground while sin_qing the Down by the Station song. ..

Worm farm. .o

We have been /oo/eing after our worm farm box since the beginning of this
month.

Euery morning after the morning fea, we ftook the left over fruit fo the
worm farm box. The children were very curious each fime we opened the

worm farm bOX and some O{ Hle chi/dren’s commemls were:

Eww... I rea”y stinks!”

‘| can see one worm s craw/ing out of the box!”
“There's more and more worms now.

| can see the worms eafing the a/e s/en.l”
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CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION

The children in  Starfish room had a busy and proa’ucfiue week o
Parficipafe in Chinese New Year celebration that fell on the | q“’ February.
We had a coo/eing experience - /earning how to make rice paper ro//,

ma/eing paper fan and /anfern, and wafching lion and Jragon dance.

The children ery’oyed the lion dance and decided to do their own lion dance

using the streamers and music instruments in the p/aygrouna'....

Till next MonH),

Sfarfish Educmlors
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